TECUMSEH                      147

to be burned. Then, abandoning camp furniture
and private baggage to make room in the wagons
for the wounded, he set out on the return trip to
Vincennes. A company was left at Fort Harrison,
and the main force reached the capital on the 18th
of November..

Throughout the western country the news of
the battle was received with delight, and it was
fondly believed that the backbone of Tecumseh's
conspiracy was broken. It was even supposed that
the indomitable chieftain and his brother would
be forthwith surrendered by the Indians to the
authorities of the United States. Harrison was
acclaimed as a deliverer. The legislatures of Ken-
tucky, Indiana, and Illinois formally thanked him
for his services; and if, as his Federalist enemies
charged, he had planned the whole undertaking
with a view to promoting his personal fortunes, he
ought to have been satisfied with the result. It
was the glamour of Tippecanoe that three decades
afterwards carried him into the President's chair.

In precipitating a clash while Tecumseh, the
master-mind of the fast-growing confederacy, was
absent, the Prophet committed a capital blunder.
When reproached by his warriors, he declared that
all would have gone well but for the fact that on the